Mr. Abusalah
Email: abusalm@dearbornschools.org
Website: mrabusalah.weebly.com
Student Expectations:
Although we will be learning about a lot of important people and events, we will be focusing on several specific skills that will help you to be successful at college or on the job. These skills are:

1. Vocabulary Acquisition—we will help all learners to expand their vocabulary, especially with words that are critical to communicating ideas in social studies.

2. Reading Comprehension Skills—we will help all learners gain skills needed to decipher and understand difficult readings pertaining to social studies.

3. Summarization—we will help all learners know how to communicate in writing the significance of key events in history and support that with evidence.

4. Presentation and Argumentation—we will help all learners know how to orally communicate what they have learned and to take a position on a controversial topic and defend that position with evidence.

To do this, each unit will begin with vocabulary instruction, will continue with close reading of articles about the theme and summary writing and will end with a performance task—a hands on performance demonstrating your knowledge like an exam, debate, or a poster, or a mock trial or a competition. 

Classroom Rules and Procedures

Rules:

1. Come on time and prepared for class with pencil/pen, paper and any required texts or assignments.

2. Show respect for the teacher, any guests, other students, and for yourself. Only one person talks at a time during discussion, a person that raises their hand and is called on by the teacher. 

3. Get permission before leaving your seat or the classroom. Also get permission before you touch windows, fans, or any materials in this classroom.

4. Be fully present when we are engaged in an activity—no phones, ear buds out and music off, no side conversations.

5. No food or sugary drinks at ANYTIME.

6. Clean up after yourselves do not leave books or old papers behind.
Procedures:

1. 
Class begins when the student enters the classroom, you should go directly to your designated seat upon entering the class. Each day there will be a short “warm-up” assignment on the board or overhead called “bell work.” Students should begin on the assignment promptly as they come into class. Bring a pencil to class!

2. 
At various times the teacher will need to give instructions, this is the time for other discussion to cease. If I need your attention I will say, “All eyes up front.”  Students that have a question or comment need to raise their hand and wait to be called on by the instructor.

3. 
If you are absent for a given day you must seek out the instructor and find any work that you missed—that means you are solely responsible for this. All make-up work can be obtained after school during tutoring hours. 

4. 
You will need to have a planner to have a hall pass in order to leave the class; you will be allowed to go during the first and last five minutes of the hour. Students may whenever they need to, but it will cost you points. You need to get permission first.

5.
“Business” that you need to conduct with the teacher needs to be done in the last few minutes of class or immediately after school. 

Required Materials:
· A three ring binder 
· Loose-leaf paper or a notebook.

· Writing utensil.

Grading Policy:
93%-100% A

87%-89% B+

77%-79% C+

67%-69% D+

Below 60% E
90%-92%   A-

83%-87% B

73%-77% C

63%-67% D




80%-82% B-

70%-72% C-

60%-62% D
Assessments: 

· Language-based assessments (reading, writing, speaking & listening activities)
· Portfolios
· Group projects

· Quizzes

· Tests

· Class work/Homework
Participation:
Students will be expected to participate in group work, debate, projects, presentations, class discussion, etc. Questions are welcome for full comprehension of the material presented.  Do not be afraid to ask questions or answer a question.
Late/Make Up Work: 
Students will be allowed to turn in any late or missing work until the end of the week. Points will be deducted but credit will still be given.
Cheating and Plagiarism:
Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will immediately fail that assignment and be written up to administration. There will be no warnings or exceptions.
Tutoring:
Tutoring is available every day after school just, make an appointment prior.[image: image1.png]



